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they realize that their license plate will be doc-
umented. Criminals may also be less likely to 
batter an officer because the recording may 
be used as evidence. On the other hand, offi-
cers will also be less likely to commit offenses 
for the same reason. Body-worn and dash-
board cameras can also be used to train cur-
rent and future officers more effectively in best 
and worst practices. 

An increasing number of local law enforce-
ment officers, including Metropolitan Police 
Department officers in the District, are wearing 
body cameras and using dashboard cameras. 
It is clear that both law enforcement and the 
public would benefit from federal officers fol-
lowing suit to increase transparency and main-
tain public trust. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2019 PRINCE 
WILLIAM CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE VALOR AWARD RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF FIRE 
AND RESCUE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Prince William County Depart-
ment of Fire and Rescue and its outstanding 
members who have demonstrated superior 
dedication to public safety and are the 2019 
recipients of the prestigious Prince William 
Chamber of Commerce Merit Award and Val-
orous Unit Award for their service. The annual 
Prince William Chamber of Commerce Valor 
Awards recognize remarkable heroism and 
bravery above and beyond the line of duty ex-
emplified by our public safety and law enforce-
ment professionals. 

For the past 33 years, the Prince William 
Chamber of Commerce has paid tribute to our 
firefighters, police officers, and emergency 
personnel for their extraordinary service. 
These brave men and women put their lives at 
risk on a daily basis to keep our families and 
neighborhoods. safe. For fire and rescue per-
sonnel, no two days are alike. Always on the 
front lines, the Prince William County Depart-
ment of Fire and Rescue is comprised of three 
sections: community safety, operations, and 
support systems. Dedicated service members 
of a combination career and volunteer system 
fight fires, provide emergency medical serv-
ices, perform rescues, and work in our com-
munity to promote fire safety and prevention. 

The Department of Fire and Rescue was 
founded in 1966, when just about 50,000 peo-
ple lived in Prince William County. Through 
the years, the Department has had to continu-
ously adapt as the population rapidly ex-
panded to over 430,000 people. Yet, our Fire 
and Rescue department continues to provide 
high quality and efficient firefighting and emer-
gency medical services to our community. 
They provide around the clock services from 
22 fire stations in a county spanning 348 
square miles. 

In recognition of their acts of valor, it is my 
honor to include in the Record the following 
names of the Prince William County Depart-
ment of Fire and Rescue public safety per-
sonnel: 

Merit Award for Valor: Technician I Cody 
Durham, Lieutenant Nick Feliciano, Technician 
II Chris Gott, Lieutenant Kenneth Zack. 

Valorous Unit: Technician II Christopher 
Clark, Technician II Daniel Jackson, Techni-
cian I Kevin Ganssle, Technician I Michael 
Baker, Captain Brian Ferguson, Technician I 
Victor Vega, Technician I Aldo Bonilla, Techni-
cian I Michael Chergosky. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleague to join 
me in recognizing the 2019 Prince William 
Chamber of Commerce Valor Award recipients 
of the Prince William County Department of 
Fire and Rescue. The selfless acts of heroism 
by this distinguished group of men and women 
truly merits our highest praise. I thank each 
honoree, as well as all Prince William County 
Department of Fire and Rescue public safety 
professionals for their dedication and commit-
ment to the protection of our communities. 
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DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2020 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STEVE CHABOT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2740) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2020, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Chair, I believe that addi-
tional Congressional emphasis on demining 
efforts in Nagorno-Karabakh is unnecessary at 
this time since demining will be complete next 
year, according to the Halo Trust. 

Moving forward, we all hope that peace be-
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia is on the hori-
zon. And it very well may be. In a few weeks, 
senior U.S. negotiators will meet with the For-
eign Ministers of both Azerbaijan and Armenia 
to advance the prospect of peace in Nagorno- 
Karabakh under the Minsk Process. As we 
watch this process which is clearly working, 
Congress should let negotiations play out. 
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RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF JUNETEENTH NATIONAL 
FREEDOM DAY 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 19, 2019 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, today, 
I rise to recognize, June 19th, 2019 as 
Juneteenth National Freedom Day. 
Juneteenth, or the ‘‘19th of June’’, recognizes 
the day, in 1865, in Galveston, Texas, when 
Union Army Major General Gordon Granger 
announced freedom for all slaves in Texas. 

Major General Granger’s arrival in Gal-
veston occurred more than two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation was signed and 
enforced by President Lincoln. Upon the 

issuance of General Order No. 3 by Major 
General Granger, the former slaves, and now 
free men and women celebrated ecstatically. 
Currently, 46 states recognize Juneteenth as 
an official state holiday. 

In 2002, I proposed ‘‘An Act relating to the 
designation of a Juneteenth National Freedom 
Day’’ in the Iowa Senate. That bill was en-
acted by the Iowa General Assembly and was 
signed into law by then Governor Thomas J. 
Vilsack. The proclamation encouraged all state 
governmental entities, civil organizations, edu-
cational institutions to ‘‘observe the day ... (the 
third Saturday in June) in a manner that em-
phasizes the meaning and importance of the 
Emancipation Proclamation that ended slavery 
and to recognize and celebrate the importance 
of [Juneteenth] to every person who cherishes 
liberty and equality for all people.’’ This his-
toric legislation was passed unanimously by 
the Iowa State House and Senate, and the 
signature by Governor Vilsack designated 
Iowa as the seventh state to recognize 
Juneteenth as a state holiday. 

Madam Speaker, I thank you for allowing 
me to recognize Juneteenth National Freedom 
Day and I hope we, as a Congress, continue 
to recognize and to acknowledge this impor-
tant piece of American history and the ad-
vancements we have made since then. 

SSB 3151 

An Act relating to the designation of a 
Juneteenth National Freedom Day 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa: 

Section 1. New Section. 1C.12 Juneteenth 
National Freedom Day. 

The governor of this state is hereby au-
thorized and requested to issue annually a 
proclamation designating the third Saturday 
in June as Juneteenth National Freedom 
Day and to encourage all governmental enti-
ties, civic organizations, schools, and insti-
tutions of higher education in the state to 
observe the day in a manner that emphasizes 
the meaning and importance of the emanci-
pation proclamation that ended slavery in 
the United States and to recognize and cele-
brate the importance of this day to every 
person who cherishes liberty and equality for 
all people. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill authorizes and requests the gov-
ernor to issue annually a proclamation des-
ignating the third Saturday in June as 
Juneteenth National Freedom Day. The 
proclamation is also intended to encourage 
all governmental entities, civic organiza-
tions, schools, and institutions of higher 
education in the state to observe the day in 
a manner that emphasizes the meaning and 
importance of the emancipation proclama-
tion that ended slavery in the United States 
and to recognize and celebrate the impor-
tance of this day to every person who cher-
ishes liberty and equality for all people. 

SF 2273 

(Successor to SSB 3151) 

Passed Senate, Date 2/28/02; Passed House, 
Date 3/21/02. 

Vote: Ayes 47 Nays 0; Vote: Ayes 95 Nays 0. 
Approved April 11, 2002. 

An Act relating to the designation of a 
Juneteenth National Freedom Day. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa: 

Section 1. New Section. 1C.12 Juneteenth 
National Freedom Day. 

The governor of this state is hereby au-
thorized and requested to issue annually a 
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